First Women's Club Here 
Was Formed to Send Aid 
iicag[o Fire Sufferers 


^ By 

Women’s org, 
tegral community 

life in thp^year 0^934. So closely 
allie^^re the^^ith the work of 
men^ cluW4nd societies, that, in 
many instances, their ptjrposes and 


^ LICE RYAN ROOD 

"e an in-^ tVenty-ninth year of office in Jan¬ 
uary of this year. 

Another women's organization o 
early date in the Eastbay was tha 
of the Women’s Temperance Unioi 
formed in 1874. In those days, t 
now opinions varied as to the rlgl 
of saloons to exist and this er 
day group of women fou^ 
ly in behalf of their cnvic 


programs are merged in a common 
Interest 

-•.T i<i ivc-iiaii ui ineir oiviv 

However, in the Spring of 1874. | Mrs. William Hulburt us r 
when The Tribune first came 'int6 ' president art a 

being, there were no women's^ 

clubs, and very few women’s or- oTj^ose far away .ays 
ganizations of any type. Their ■ speaker for the union, 
present day importance is com- I ^I^aughters of Lsrael,anothc 

paratively a recent development 

... ..... philanthropy to all, irespectiv 

nd one which was given but lit- I nationality and creed was foi 
tie thought in those days of long , in 1876. Twenty chster mem 

rryade up the roster, rith Mrs. 
Bettman as presiden' 

The first true foerunner ^ 
woman’s club, such s is extam 
day, under the banrar of the < 
fornia Federation of Worn 
Clubs, was that d the Oak 
Chapter of the A.inerican So< 


ago. 

Today the principal objective of 
practically all w'omen’s organiza¬ 
tions is service, and the same moti¬ 
vating thought brought into exist¬ 
ence the first women’s society in 
Oakland. 

The Chicago fire in 1871 and the : ui uie /\inerii:eiii 

distress of its victims evoked na- j f<^r the Advancement of Wo 
tion wide sympath 3 ^ In Oakland a | organized in 1876 by Dr. Ac 
group of women formed the Oak- Fbell, who came here from 
land Ladies* Relief Society to de- I East, intent upon forming a so 
vise measures of affording relief for the pursuit of culture, 
to the thousands who were still ‘ group of women, whose first j: 
homeless and destitute on the 


ucjMaiuic uii me 

of a gjgcyous.j^s tfirn Winter. 

FIRST MEETING 

The first organized meeting of 
the society was held in the base¬ 
ment of St. Paul’s Church on 
Twelfth Street, November 9. 1871, 
end Mrs. A. Dam was named the 
first president 

Volunteers flocked to headquar¬ 
ters to sew on warm garments 
which were sent to fire victims in 
the Eastern city. Records of the 
fociety indicate women of all re¬ 
ligious denominations and social 
rank joined in the work. 

This same society, its work of 
mercy for Chicagoans concluded, 
turned attention to the needy and 
destitute of Oakland. In June, 
1872, articles of incorporation were 
filed, and constructive work in the 
realm of local philanthropy was 
inaugurated. 

The society first owned property 
at Fourteenth and Franklin Streets, 
a gift from Elijah Bigelow. This 
was exchanged in 1873 for three 
acres of the J. B. Woolsey land on 
the line of the Berkeley Railroad 
in Temescal, and this in turn was 
sold and the present site of the 
Ladies’ Relief Home, west of 
Broadway, in the vicinity of Forty- 
second Street to Forty-fifth Street, 
was purchased. 'The property was 
known as the Beckwith Place, con¬ 
tained 10 acres and a house. Here 
were placed the children and elder¬ 
ly women sharing in the merciful 
administration of the society. 

WORK OF SOCIETY 
Through the years the Oakland 
Ladies’ Relief Society has built 
new homes for its charges; ex¬ 
tended help to those in need, and 
maintained an important place in 
community w^elfare work. 'Miss 
Matilda Brown has ser\'ed as its 
pnaiident since 1906, elected for her 


NAME JH.41VGED IN 187: 

Its change ofname, from 
first very flovs'ery* designa 
was made in 1877 upon the d« 
of Dr. Ebell, and in his memi 
Ebell Club was one of the 
women’s clubs who pioneered 
California Federation of Wolaai 
Clubs in 1900. Toda. * it stands in 
honored place in the federati 
and through the y€*ars has 
tained and added to its education 
and social backgrou nd. Mrs. El 
gene Wellington Rol and serves 8 
its president. 

Eastbay women wl lo have 
members more than a half centi 
are: Mrs. Harry Carltc »n, 306 Le 
Ayenue; Mrs. L F. C ^ockroft, 
Fairmount Avenue; ^ Irs. Gu 
Earle. 2914 McClure Street, 

Mrs. Franklin Banks, 26 26 Hil 
Avenue, Berkeley. 

Other women’s organl zatio; 
gan to spring up with an lazin 
quency during the latte r pa. 
the ’70’s. The Good Te mpl? 
West Oakland, with Mrs. 1 N. f 
rine as president, spoi^j®fed 
home for orphans; The Women -r 
Christian Association of Oakland 
was organized in October, 1877, and 
during the same year the Ladies’ 
Evangelical and Philanthropical 
Alliance came Into being. Its first 
permanent headquarters, built some 
15 years later, became the head¬ 
quarters of the y. W. C. A. The 
Mistletoe Literary and Social Club 
and the Linden Reading Club were 
other women’s organizations of this 
early date. 

The beginning of the *80’s found 
women’s organizations firmly en¬ 
trenched in the life of the city, and 
through the succeeding years they 
have increased in number and scope 
of activity in the community. 

















Inside the 1927-built building, 


After a $1 million renovation, 
Women's Club building at 1428 Alice 


Center Club, 


are vaulted ceilings, ornately carved doors and large foyers. 


tor. Price plans to refurbish the 80,- 
000-square-foot building in keeping 
with its 1920s period architecture. 
Renovations will include exterior im¬ 
provements such as awnings and 
street trees. 

Built in 1927 by architects Claud 
B. Miller and Carl I. Warneckc to 
house the Women’s Club, the build¬ 
ing’s interior features vaulted ceil¬ 
ings, ornately carved doors, foyers 
and large fireplaces. 

“It’s actually in very good condition 
already and basically just needs to 
be cleaned up,’’ Page said. “It’s the 
sort of place you’re sure you can’t 
afford to be a part of, but we don’t 
want to become a club for the 
wealthy and have set up affordable 
membership fees.” 


St., Oakland. 


Page said the City Club should 
appeal to business and professional 
men and women who work in the 

I downtow'n area as well as to resi¬ 
dents of the Eastbay “who want to 
enhance their social, cultural and 
professional lives.” 

“The club will provide a positive, 
progressive environment for both sin¬ 
gle people and families to meet,” 
IPage said. 

Price said he intends to start the 
renovation work in July and open the 
club in October. He has set charter 
memberships at $300 to $375 with a 
monthly fee of $42. 

“We’re excited about the prospect 
gnd it’s just such a beautiful build¬ 
ing. ’ Page said. “It deserves to be 
restored.” 


By Nina Berglund ^ 

TrIbun# Staff Wrttaf 

Years ago, its spacious foyers and 
grand halls were filled with gracious 
ladies who enjoyed getting together 
for theater, dining and socializing. 

The old Oakland Women ’i Club 
flourished in the 1930s, when each 
month 8,000 women would visit its 
theater and 12,000 would eat in its 
dining room. 

The club even featured a special 
smoking room for the women, called 
“Lady Nicotine.” 

But the genteel pleasures of that 
bygone era faded, and the Women s 
Club faded, too. Lately, its rooms 
have hosted transient overnight 
guests and the theater has been 
showing Kung Fu movies. 

All that will change, however, 
and a certain degree of graciousness 
is expected to return to the Women s 
Club building at 1428 Alice St. this 
fall when it re-opens as The City 
Club after a $1 million renovation. 


“We re designinrjthe new facility 
to fit in with the r&aissance that’s 
happening in dow^ jown Oakland,” 
said Susan Page, ataociate manager 
of the club. I 

The new City Clfc is being billed 
as “a unique culturA athletic, social 
and professional cinter,” and will 
feature a physical fitness center, a 
900-seat theater foi^ concerts, plays, 
films and dance pr^fcams, a rooftop 
garden patio restaipant and lounge, 
a nightclub with d^mcing and enter¬ 
tainment. an art g ilery and confer¬ 
ence facilities incluHng 45 renovated 
hotel rooms. t 

The athletic facilties will include 
exercise equipmeJt, a swimming 
pool, spa and saui*. .Activities will 
include exercise classes, organized 
ski trips, group trc^TOl packages and 
professional develolment seminars. 

It’s all the braifchild of Oakland 
real estate develoi ir Jim Price, who 
has taken a 30-y<iar lease on the 
property from ow’ er Raymond Cas- 

































‘4 dynamite idea’ 
cannot biast away 
the fears, refusats 

By Nina Berglund ^9^ 

James W. Pricp^^s-dreamJs to renovate the 
old Oa kland Wflfnen s CluVj )uilding at 1428 
Alicemnd brmg it oack to life as a private 
athletic and professional club. And he wants to 
make some money while he’s at it. 

But while Price is confident that such a 
dream can become reality, he has encountered 
nothing but trouble convincing potential inves¬ 
tors that both objectives can be accomplished. 

If he doesn’t attract the roughly $350,000 
he needs in investment capital soon. Prices 
idea will be abandoned — a victim of the 
rocky economy and a general unwillingness by 
many lenders and investors to commit them¬ 
selves to anything that involves an above- 
average degree of risk. 

His proposed renovation project — caliea 
The City Club — remains indefinitely stalled. 
He must exercise a 30-year lease option on the 
building in May, so his time and money are 




f 












including 

the renovation of more than 70 hotel rooms 
that now house weekly and monthly tenants — 
on a budget of about $1.3 million. 

The largest expenditure in his prospectus te 
$300,000 for construction of the fitness facili¬ 
ty Repairing the old swimming pool, for ex¬ 
ample, should cost $19,950, and renovating the 
bathrooms should cost $23,400, he estimate. 
Other projected costs include $3,800 for refin¬ 
ishing the ballroom’s dance floor, $500 for new 
lighUng in the kitchen and $17,000 for repair¬ 
ing the theater’s seats. 

But some developers say his costs are un¬ 
derestimated. "U he says he can do it for that 
amount of money, fine, he can try it,” says one 
local developer active in renovation projects 
who asked that his name not be used. “But I 
won’t get involved with it.” 

Price’s trouble, according to the developer, 
is that people he has approached are not con- 
vincGd he C3n **pull soniGthing like this off. 
People are just way too conservative to risk 
something like this these days.” 

Marsden Cason, chairman of Ekiuitec Fi¬ 
nancial Group Inc., which turned Price down 
because his firm specializes in office and 
apartment buildings, called Price s City Club 
project “a dynamite idea” that just may have 
come up at a bad time. 

“A lot of people are scared and nervous,” 
Cason said. "People want to invest their mon¬ 
ey in things that are more proven. And reno¬ 
vation projects are very difficult. Codings are 
complicated and cost control is a real prob¬ 
lem.” 

While Price is not easily dissuaded, his 
frustration is building. He has been paying the 


Tuilding’s owner $3,500 a month to Ue up the 
property and now he’s concerned about throw¬ 
ing good money after bad. 

He remains convinced there is a demand 
for a faciUty like The City Club; he notes that 
nearly $400 million worth of new office spaw 
will be created within one mile of the club in 
the next lew years and contends workers will 
! .^want a place to eat, play and socialize. 









RooA 


SPECIAL EPITIOH 





/t’1. 


[ Oak land women's organizations are now In 
Ahslr aeyenth decade of existence, but little younger than 

the city itself, now celebrating its eightieth anniyersary. 


j Me rcy was the purpose behind formation of the 
first women assoc iation'h^. The Oaklag Ladl es Reli e^ Sec iety 


at the time of the Chicago fire. I t was organized 


had its origin 

lovember 9, 1871, to assist sufferers of that catastrophe and 


was incorporated seven months later, June 12, 1872^to render help to 


the needy and destitute at home. Among names of its foxmders are 
those of women from families who ^ayed a prominent part in Oakland's 
development, including m t m m rnrf Mrs. Virginia de Premery. Mrs. Catherine 
nrkham, Mrs. Lucy Pan and Mrs. Cornelia B. Pwinnelle. The ordinal 

oxembBrshlp was thirtean# 

^ \The society has continued througho^the years 

and sees to the welfare of elderly women ..b abi es and children. M iss 
tfntii lr?* ” I hwMi its president ^r the paat 28 years. 

' Societ y, the second oldest women's 


club in the real sense of the word^ in the United States, was founded 

i 


in Oakland in 1876 by Pr. Adrian P. Ehbell, Tale graduate and noted 
lecturer of the time on art, literature and women's advancement. The 
society was a branch of the International Academy. It became a 
members, of the Alameda district Federation of Women* s clubs and the 
California Pederation in February 1900. Prom a small group it has 
now grown to a membership of more than four hundred womsjr. 

I^Afflo ng active members wlib have been Identified 


with the Society through many years are Mrs. Harry Carlton, 306 











taaoz svenu* and Mra. I. F. flooltroft. 38S Falr-.on»t avenne. Both' were 
honor gnests at the Sooiety'a fifty fifth anniversary tea last 

Deoember* 

I The rtughters of Israel Relief Sj>oJet:^a8 organized 
fin 1876 with Mrs, 3 . J. Bettman as president. A nother organizatio 
of a welfare type organized at this time was the Women*8_0h.rlstian 
Assoeiatlon of flg-land, ^he object of which was "1o carry Christian 
love, sympathy and help to all families." It maintained a fruit 
and floweAmission, a sheltering home, and Industrial committee and 
helping hand aoho^^ Stgr^ 


Oakland « 

One of the oldest^^lubwom^^p in pant of years 
and aotlve oonneotlon with federated olnb work Is Hrs. Tasha Wallaoe 


Parks, 64, Mrs. Parke who makes her home at 1944 Fifty seventh avenne, 
llsteemong olnba to which belongs the Fast Lake Social Service Clnb 
and the Fmltvale Women's club. She was a guest of honor at the 

reciprocity tea of the latter club In January at the Hotel 



Alameda. 

Hrs. Parks knew Lincoln, when as a young girl 

she worked on Texas newspapers. She 

was member of the fuscola club of Illinois In 1877 and befor. 

SSilng to Oallfoml^'served In the Wevada Federation of Women's clubs. ' 

^ An other pioneer club here which has philanthropy 

for its purpose is the Oai aand He w Jlflutnry olub, formed in 1898 9 
and federated with the state and district in 1902/ Mrs. Katherine 
p. Ooodall is president. 


[the TTlll club whio Ji meets^t the hom^ of 
members is said to be the second oldest club in Oakland, having 


been formed in 1882. 

The QajElan(Uolub was organized in 1899 and 

federated with the state and district a year later. 
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